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corruption. The tiger and the ass appear in men's faces and efface the divine
signature. The flame of a candle may be a small thing but when it goes out, what
a great darkness there is 1

LOST SOULS IN EMPTY UNIVERSE

Mussolini   said   the   other day, "Many were the causes of the fall of the Roman
Empire and perhaps they all could be reduced to this.   The more an Empire   gains
in area, the more it loses in consistency and depth."   Pilate expressed   in   a   single
sentence the failure of the Roman Empire to give the   world   a   secure   civilisation,
within whose compass, mankind   could   live happily   when   he questioned, 'What is
truth7 ?   The attempt   of modern civilisation   to answer that question has not been a
great success. We dp not know what truth is, what kind of world we are aiming at.
We are a broken-minded   generation   without   a   world view or a passionate faith.
Queen Victoria   one day   asked   Disraeli what was   his real religion.   'Madam', he
replied, "I am the blank page   between   the   Old   Testament  and the New." Oscar
Wilde has a great short story which reads   thus :   'Christ     came    to    a    white
plain   from a   purple city   and   as   He   passed   through   the   first    street,    he
heard   voices   overhead   and   saw   a    young   man   lying   drunk   on  a   window
still and said,  'Why   do   you waste  your   soul     in    drunkenness, ?    He    said,
'Lord, I was a leaper and  you   healed   me.    What   else   can   I    do' ?   A   little
further through the town he saw a young man following   a harlot   and said, "Why
do you dissolve your soul in debauchery" ? and   the   young man answered,  "Lord,
I was blind and you healed me ; what   else can I do" ?   At   last   in the middle of
the city he saw an old man crouching, weeping   upon the   ground ; when he asked
why he wept, the old man answered,   "Lord,    I was   dead and you raised me into
life, what else can I do but weep" ? Here the story ends, If Jesus  should visit us to-
day and find that we are  comfort-minded   and  have   taken   to the  worship of the
most monstrous illusions like militant   nationalism, and   are pouring molten steel into
the veins of innocent youth,   that  it may rise to  undreamed   of heights in mutual
destruction and ask, "Why do you indulge, after so many centuries of civilisation, in
human sacrifices on this colossal  scale", our answer would be,   "Lord,  you gave us
eyes hut no sight ; you gave us brains but no soul ;     you gave  us science but no
philosophy",   We are an uprooted people     with     no    vision,     no     co-ordinating
outlook.   There is  chaos  in the   world   outside   because   there is   chaos   in   the
world within. Madness,   according to   modern   psychology,     is     disorder    of   the
mind, and our minds are disordered. We are   a     mixture   of   enlightenment and
superstition, of  humane    sentiments and   savage     habits   of   intellectual    power
and spiritual poverty,  We do   not  believe   or   disbelieve.     There   is    no   central
purpose in life, which will give us poise and   dignity.  When   the physical  supports
and mental consolations are  withdrawn,  we   look   like lost   souls foundering in an
empty universe.

THE PURPOSE OF PHILOSOPHY

The purpose of philosophy to-day is to restore the lost 'soul' to human life
Though India is not enlightened enough and is to a large extent sunk in supersti-
tion and still believes in demons, not complexes, spells, not statistics, destiny, not
determinism, totem not race, it has not lost its faith in the free spirit of man
which will have a chance for expression only when self-interest is subdued and
emotions controlled. The historic mind of India is to-day undergoing silent and
subtle but real and effective transformation. An old, vast and distinctive civilisa-
tion which for long was sufficient unto itself and was complacent about its culture
is being born again. Facts and forces, inward and outward, sometimes profoundly
alien to its fundamental spirit are forcing it into a new shape. At a time like
this of vigorous national reconstruction and growth, when a people is blossoming
forth into a spring time of hope, energy and achievement, there must be a philo-
sophical renaissance aa well. Philosophers and students of philosophy should
address themselves to the task of leading this movement and giving a soul or a
coherent vision to the new life stirring in us. It will be to this task that you will
address yourselves in these three days and if the spirit of the old Buddhist teachers
and philosophers, who belong to this part of the country, founders of religious
sects like Vallabha and Nimbarka, metaphysical thinkers like Vidyarana and
logicians like Annambhatta, inspire you to a little extent, you will be able to-lace,
this task with courage and Jvision.